
3.04 Individual Student Performance Opportunities

While band is generally a large ensemble activity, learning to play 
confidently in small groups and individually is a critical part of growing 
as a musician.  Realizing the musical challenges of playing individually and in 
groups of 2-10 students is a different challenge than playing in a large ensemble.  In 
order to encourage this the following opportunities will be provided to our students 
this year:  

Virtual Fall Solo and Ensemble:  This is new this year to allow our students an 
opportunity to perform solos and small ensembles in early November.  All 
submissions are recorded and graded by state judges for a rating.  Just like our MPA 
(Music Performance Adjudication) that the entire band does in March, the students 
are rated as Superior, Excellent, Good, or Poor.  Constructive comments are also 
provided to give feedback for improvement!  All grade levels of students are able to 
participate and students may choose to play solos and ensembles, as many as they 
want.  Each ensemble is $10.00 no matter the size. 

FALL 2020 TBD:  Holiday Small Ensemble and Solo Performances:  We will 
be hosting a Winter Gala this year!  One aspect of this will be student performances.  
More information about this will be going home as we will be seeking much parent 
involvement.  However, the students will be given the opportunity to choose small 
group and solo arrangements and learn them to perform at this bazaar. 

VIRTUAL All-District Auditions and TBD Clinic:  Students who want to participate in 
the Eastern District All-District band clinic will be given the opportunity to audition by 
submitting a video with their scales, solo, and a short etude that they will have 3-4 
days to learn.  Audition cuts will be given out January 4 and the videos are due by 
January 10th.  The clinic is usually the beginning of February and is an overnight trip 
to East Carolina University for a rehearsal and concert.  Students who want to 
audition for this premier ensemble will learn 6 major scales, their chromatic scale, 
and a solo.  We will have after school and before school tutoring to assist with this 
preparation in November and December (either face to face or virtually-whatever we 
are able to do!)  We have a tradition of sending students to this ensemble and I hope 
that TCMS is as well represented again at the clinic this year.  All of CCS schools 
travel together for the clinic weekend and we want as many of our students to be 
able to participate as the other middle schools!   
**CLINIC DETAILS WILL BE SET LATER IN THE FALL** 
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TBD All County Band:  Craven County hosts a county-wide band each spring.  
Students are assigned to the band placed first on their ranking in the All-District band.  
All additional seats are filled by the directors.  The audition process for All-County is 
under review, but currently priority is given to the students who audition for All-District 
and then filled based on classroom performance.  Any changes to this will be 
announced in class and sent home closer to the spring.   

TBD Spring Solo and Ensemble Competition:  Every spring the Eastern District 
hosts a solo and ensemble festival. Tucker Creek ensembles will be competing again 
this year.  Students learn a solo or small ensemble piece of music and will take and 
perform it for judges for a rating.  Just like our MPA (Music Performance 
Adjudication) that the entire band does in March, the students are rated as Superior, 
Excellent, Good, or Poor.  Many of our ensembles earned Superior ratings last year!  
Constructive comments are also provided to give feedback for improvement!  All 
grade levels of students are able to participate and students may choose to play solos 
and ensembles, as many as they want.  Each ensemble is $10.00 no matter the size. 

Details, permission forms, and rehearsal information will be provided prior to 
each of these events to allow students the opportunity to participate so please 

mark your calendars and be aware!  


